24                           STORM  OVER  THE  LAND
Prvor was the evangel of flame and blood required for revolution.
And now while Lincoln's lonesome little relief ships moved down tt
Atlantic Coast and were daily, hourly, expected to heave into view o
Charleston Harbour, there were notes and telegrams full of polite languag
scat back and forth. Beauregard on April nth sent a little boat out t
Sumter. Two men handed Anderson a note from Beauregard, his old-tin
affectionate pupil in artillery lessons at West Point: *I am ordered by tl
Government of the Confederate States to demand the evacuation of Fo
Sumter.... All proper facilities will be afforded for the removal of yourse
and commands together with company arms and property, and all priva
property, to any post in the United States which you may select. The fla
which you have upheld so long and with so much fortitude, under the mo
trying circumstances, may be saluted by you on taking it down. Colon
Chesnot and Captain Lee will, for a reasonable time, await your answc
! am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.'
Major Anderson read this note and wrote a little answer: *I have tl"
honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication demanding tl
evacuation of this fort, and to say, in reply thereto, that it is a demand wil
which 1 regret that my sense of honour, and of my obligations to m
Government, prevent my compliance. Thanking you for the fair, man!'
and courteous terms proposed, and for the high compliment paid me, I ac
general* very respectfully, your obedient servant.'
However, as Major Anderson handed this note to Beauregard's aides, I
made the remark: 'Gentlemen, if you do not batter us to pieces, we shall 1
starved out in a few days/ And Beauregard telegraphed this remark to t
Government at Montgomery, and was told to get Aoiderson to fix a state
time for giving up the fort. Meanwhile the Confederate Commissioners
Washington telegraphed a newspaper report that a force would be landed
Sumter which would 'overcome all opposition*. Beauregard replied to tl
Commissioners that Sumter's evacuation would be demanded that day ar
sif refused hostilities wil commence to-night*.
Now four men from Beauregard went at night in a boat out to Sumtc
At three-quarters of an hour past midnight they handed Major Anderson
note saying there would be no 'useless effusion of blood' if he would fix
stated time for his surrender. Anderson called his officers; -through the nig]
hours from one o'clock till three they consulted. And at 3.15 that mornii
Anderson gave the four men his answer: 'Cordially uniting with you in d
desire to avoid the useless effusion of blood, I will, if provided with d
proper and necessary means of transportation, evacuate Fort Sumter by noc
on the i sth instant, and I will not in the meantime open my fire on yoi
forces unless compelled to do so by some hostile act against this fort or d